184      LETTEBS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From Gen&raL Butler
Hd. Qrs. Army James, Sept. %8th, 1864,10.20 A.M.
Maj. Genl. BIRNEY, Comd'g. 10th Corps
I HAVE ordered the 1st Md. Cavalry to report back to you as infantry. It is impossible to mount them in season for operations. Their comd'g. officer will meet you at my Hd. Qrs. this afternoon. How many of the 4th Mass, can you possibly spare me? Do as well as you can.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army James, Sept. 28/A, 1864
Brig. Gen. MARSTON, Comd'g. at FORT POCAHONTAS
You will send with the utmost possible despatch the two colored regiments to Deep Bottom to report to General Paine, They will not stop at City Point, but proceed directly up the river. You will send the 89th New York to the wharf this side of the pontoon bridge near the Point of Rocks. You will garrison your post with the forces that are left. Please send me any information you may have received during the day, even if it requires a special boat.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. GeriL
From General Butler
Hd. Qrs. Army James. Sept. 28fA, 1864
Maj. Gen'l. ORD, Comd'g. 18th A. C.
You will make arrangements for holding your line between the Appomattox and the James with the provisional brigade. I have taken from it only two battalions which you report unfit for field duty, and shall send a regiment to your moving column instead. You can move them at such time during the day and supply the place in such manner as you see fit with, your provisional brigade and such other troops as you may deem necessary. You can move them at any time during the day. Their exhibition on your line can do you no harm. Indeed a little (parade) of them might aid.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.